Gallery Worksheet 2

Post-Modern 


Name: __________________________________________  
Date:_________________

Below you will find the definition of several artistic modes from our reading. Please answer the questions below about each form. Remember to only use pencil in the galleries! 

Abstract Expressionism:

“Artists working in many different styles emphasized spontaneous personal expression in large paintings that are abstract or nonrepresentational.” (Frank 491) As such, these artworks are sometimes made with innovative stylistic approaches that reflect the active and gestural nature of painting.
What piece in Gallery 370 best represents abstract expressionist action painting? Why? 

Assemblage: 

“In [an] effort to re-engage art with ordinary life, these artists created loose conglomerations of seemingly random objects, often called assemblages. . . .The essence of creative thinking involves combining elements of the world in order to make an unexpected, previously unthinkable new thing” (Frank 430).

Find a piece in any of the 3rd floor contemporary art galleries that use several different kinds of materials or media. What materials are used? What kind of symbolism or messages might be wrapped up in these materials? Why? 
Feminist Art: 

In a time when, “it was rare for women to be taken seriously in artist’s groups; galleries were more willing to exhibit the work of men far more than of women; and museums collected the work of men far more often,” Feminist art, responded with a range of forms including: political action, various visual images, and dialoging with women’s history (Frank 446-7).  

Frank is careful not to classify feminist art work as limited to only art by women that communicates the female experience. However, we can evaluate his examples of Judy Chicago, Nancy Spero, and Orlan with items from our collection to uncover potential themes taken up by feminist artists. 

Keeping Frank’s examples in mind, view Lesley Dill’s A Word in Flesh: Arms and A Word Made Flesh: Throat  along with Lyemka Stemela, Nyanga East, Cape Town and Siya Kolela, Makhaza, Khayelitscha, Cape Town both in gallery 373 and then go to gallery 374 to look at Swoon’s  Alixa and Nima. What themes, issues, or images are used in some or all of these pieces? 

Bonus Round: Just for fun 
Minimal and Hard Edge

“The most complete application of minimalism occurs in sculpture, yet painters were also involved. As paintings became the objects rather than reflections of objects, they began to function as environments in themselves instead of representations of environments….Minimalism is a quest to see if art can still be art without representation, storytelling or personal feeling” (Frank 440)

Find the Frank Stella on display. Does the physical location of this painting within the museum add to the minimalist goal for the painting to become an object rather than a representation? Why or why not? 

Conceptual Art 

“Conceptual art is based on the fact that a work of art begins as an idea in an artist’s mind. A great work of art is a great idea first, and its creator merely carries out the idea. If this is true, then art can still be art with a unique, artist made object” (Frank 442)
Can you find a piece of contemporary, conceptual art that is located in a gallery other than our contemporary main galleries? 

Hint: While the text seems to highlight ideas over objects, some artists, like Joesph Kosuth (on page 442), actually make things but these objects disrupt our traditional way of viewing an artist’s work as distinct from other objects.  
Hint: MAEP galleries count too! As do any galleries that house an “Art ReMix”. 

